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The Sunday before the start of classes, Samford 

saluted the end of summer with the Your School, Your 

City concert featuring performers Matisyahu and 

MUTEMATH. For freshmen, it was a grand finale to 

Connections weekend. For upperclassmen, it was an 

event they had been looking forward to all summer. 

With the stage set in front of Reid Chapel, reggae 

artist Matisyahu performed first. The standout 

moment from his show was when he leaped into the 

audience. 

"When Matisyahu jumped into the crowd, it looked 

like he was walking through it,” senior Spanish major 

Abby Sander said. 

After the student body carried him back to the front, 

he puiied a select few onto the stage with him to 

enjoy his last song. 

MUTEMATFi followed Matisyahu with a rocking 

performance. "The standout moment was when 

MUTEMATFI shot off the confetti canons,” Sander 

said. 

The theatrics of the concert made the event unlike 

any other, and it seemed only fitting to have 

Samford's biggest concert of the year conclude with 

confetti. 

"Your School, Your City was an awesome concert,” 

Jeffery Ferrell, a junior biology major, said. From the 

music to the awesome vendors, I could not think of a 

better way to end my summer.” 

Merchants from across the city gathered before 

the show and passed out free food, promotional 

items and coupons, allowing freshmen the chance to 

preview a few Birmingham hot spots. 

"My favorite vendor was the Dreamcakes truck,” 

Emily Oxford, a freshman biology major, said. "But 

it was cool to visit all the vendors and take away so 

much free stuff. I was amazed!” 
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When that research paper proves ta be much more demanding 
than you expected, the iibrory has taken you hostage or your 
"group proiect" turns out to be o soio mission, there are few 
remedies to cure academic stress. 

Fountain Fun Doys offered plenty of opportunities for students 
to forget about ossignments and deadlines and projects for 
o few minutes in a hectic day ond enjoy some of the sweeter 
things college has to offer. 

The Special Events committee of the Student Activities Council 
tSAC) plonned ond produced several populor events for 
students to enjoy company, food and even fluffy animals. 

Junior accounting major and Special Events director Kayla 
Frank and her committee implemented new ideas into Fountain 
Fun Days so that students from ocross the board could soak up 
oil the excitement. 

"My favorite Fountoin Fun Day was 'May the Fourth be With 
You.' This event attracted so mony people that normally don't 
come to SGA events and was just reoliy fun,” Frank said. 

himself even showed up. Students who took a picture with 
Darth Voder and tweeted it ot Samford SAC were eligible to 
win different Star Wars prizes, including o Yodo alarm clock. 

Other fun events this year hove included hosting the Melt 
Birmingham tood truck on compus and the Puppies on the 
Quad event. 

"I am o huge dog lover, so I was naturally over|oyed to see 
several dogs on campus available for students like me to 
just pet and love on for o few minutes between two intense 
classes," junior family studies major Caroline Dill said. 

"Fountain Fun Days were such fun activities that SGA 
provided. It was nice to have something fun to liven up a 
normally full weekday," sold senior history major Anna Beth 

Whether it is good weather, free food or just an opportunity 

provided a little slice of fun for everyone. 

"May the Fourth" was Star Wars themed and took place in 
Harry's. Snacks ond prizes attracted students, and Darth Voder 
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It was the most wonderful time of the year. Luminaries lined 
the Quad, snowflakes decorated the library and Christmas 
parties and study breaks filled the calendar. 

Samford’s Christmas traditions were many students' 
favorite. And to kick the season off right. Hanging of the Green 
and Lighting of the Way brought students, foculty. family and 
friends together for a night of festivities. 

The crowds packed into Reid Chapel to experience Hanging of 
the Green. For 14 seniors, the event meant something more as 
they were honored with the opportunity to lead the service. 

"Lighting of the Way is my favorite Samford tradition 
because of the meaning behind it.” senior communication 
studies ma|or Kathleen Hyland said. "It is a time to gather 
with all of your friends, sing Christmas songs and celebrate 
Christmas." 

And though the two events hove been traditions at Samford 
for longer than anyone can remember, both experienced a 
first. Hanging of the Green was streamed live over the 
Internet, and the Lighting of the Way concert featuring 
Humming House took place on the Quad instead of Ben 
Brown Plaza. 

"It was such an honor to be a 
senior early education maior 
attended the service since I w 
as a senior meant the world t 

Paizley Coffey said. ”1 have 
I, "Moving the 

concert to the quad was a great decision. It was great tc 
have the Christmas tree behind the stage, and there was 
of room to dance.” 

As the crowds exited Reid Chopel, they were amazed to find 
the quad illuminated with tight from more than 500 luminaries 
lining every sidewalk of the quod. 

Students gathered around the Christmas tree in Centenniol 
walkway to heor senior history major Bradley Patton and Dr. 
Frank Patrick lead the devotionals. And as with tradition, 
Dr. Gina Westmorelond read the Christmas story from Luke. 

Hanging of the Green and Lighting of the Way were only the 
stort of the Christmas season at Samford. Residence Halls 
hosted a "Deck the Halls" contest ond other 
organizations across campus hosted parties featuring tacky 
sweater contests and appearances by Santa. And of course, 
the Christmas tree remained lit. ready for a snapshot or a 
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Portraying the less popular of Caroline High School, Pi 

Kapp hiked up their pants and donned their suspenders 
for their corefully-calculated show, Nerds. It showed 

the hardships nerds face as the bullying jocks punched, 
canned and wedgied. The jocks, along with everyone else 
in the audience, laughed as a nerd rode out on a scooter 

to Weird Al's "White and Nerdy." Eventually, the bullies felt 
sorry for their actions and reconciled with the nerds. The 
brothers serenaded audiences with Fun.'s "Some Nights" 

and ended with a crowd favorite, "Sweet Caroline." 

The Freshman Ladies poured out energy and entertainment to open 
the show with o tribute to rain. Wearing yellow rain jackets over 
red dresses, the ladies danced to "It’s Raining Men" and the Glee 
mash-up of "Umbrella" and "Singing in the Rain." They showed sass, 
dancing in their rain boots to "These Boots Are Made for Walkin'." 
Their Ben Brown formation, complete with benches and a fountain, 
was a notable part of the show. In the show’s finale, they formed an 
"F" and an "L” for Freshman Ladies—a final reminder of who they are. 

ol To UO no vr 

It’s a birdi It's a plane! No, it’s Superman! The service sorority 
Gamma Sigma Sigma partnered with students in the Samford 

School of the Arts for the second year in a row to bring the 
story of Superman to life. They opened the show with a 

casual street scene until villains attacked and captured Lois 
Lane. But never fear, Clark Kent dashed to a phone booth 

and quickly exited as Superman to save the day. The show 
included super, chart-topping songs "Gangham Style" and 

Taylor Swift's "I Knew You Were Trouble." 

UuCk.ir: foi UtI 
Indie Ladies centered around the Samford joke of “ring by spring'," 
the idea that seniors must be betrothed before they graduate. V 
wedding dresses and sporkly engagement rings, they engaged 
audiences with Britney Spears' “Lucky” and Bruno Mars’ "Marry You." 
Applause erupted when a giant head cutout of University Minister 
Matt Keriin "officiated" the wedding. Tossing bouquets and celebratingl 
weddina-receotion stule. the ladies belted "YMCA." Theu ended the ■ 
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‘‘December 7,1941- a date which will live in infamy," were the words 

of FDR that opened Zeta’s show. Inspired by and dressed like the 
woman icon Rosie the Riveter, Zeta took audiences on a journey 

through World War II. Opening with a riveting stomp routine, the 
women stepped up to work after their boys went to war. They 

moved audiences to tears when a soldier delivered a folded flag to 

they finished with the lyrics "I’ve got soul but I’m not a soldier." 

TLt 
Cozy in onesies and diapers, the brothers of Sigma 
Chi bottled their inner baby and put on a hilariously 
unforgettable show. One unforgettable moment was the 
clever lyric change of "Supercalifrogilisticexpialidocious” to a 
continuous "wah.” Crying, crawling and drawing on the walls, 
the brothers took us back to our baby days. Every song was 
a crowd-pleaser including Justin Bieber’s “Baby” and "Hairy 
Baby,” their rendition of The Four Seasons' "Sherry.” 

p-liS Ottf 
The ladies of Phi Mu raked in laughs with dance routines to "Shoke 

Your Tail Feather” and, in a formation spelling "HAY,” Outkast’s 
"Hey Ya.” Two of the best formations of the night came from this 

show—a chicken with a shaking tail feather and a moving tractor 
with rolling wheels. Dressed in denim overalls, they plowed through 

a stomp routine with rakes and tin cans. In the finale, they kicked 
up their heels at a Footloose barn bash and sang the Farmers 

Insurance jingle, "We are farmers!" 

TXt 
Bond. James Bond. Bringing back the forgotten practice 
of coed freshman shows, FreshMix went undercover in a 
James Bond-inspired performance. This show featured 
an impressive step routine as the freshmen wowed 
audiences with their synchronized stomping to the song 
“Paper Planes." With partner lifts and sassy moves, the 
choreography was notable. Songs included "Secret Agent 
Mon” and ended with "Live and Let Die.” 
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The sisters of AOII are the few that can say t^j know all 

the words to The Lion King's "Circle of Life." Dressed as 
three different animals, they showed us about life in the 

performed so^gsLI'^^^^^ Uke to Move It/' "Eye^of the Tiger 
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Sophomore Jo|h fTendrick and members of University Ministries 
participatedTin Romford Gives Back by contributing their time and labor. 

On the morning of Saturday, April 13, Samford students 

came out in droves to work in the Birmingham 

community through Samford Gives Back (SGB). 

Over 400 students volunteered their time and sweat for 

the benefit of 25 non-profit and religious organizations. 

The project was spearheaded by Taylor Bell, a senior 

sociology major from Louisville, Ky. Taylor described 

his vision of SGB as an investment in service to the 

community. “It’s a launching point, or a small part in 

a continuing process of service, not just a one-day 

event," he said. "We wanted Samford Gives Back to 

be a platform that enhanced Samford University's 

commitment to long-lasting change and restoration in 

Birmingham.” 

Many diverse organizations were represented in the 

effort, including North Star Ministries, Habitat for 

Humanity and various churches. Zach Melton, a junior 

global studies major from Smiths Station, Ala., spent his 

morning working with a team at Make Way Partners—an 

organization invested in combating human trafficking 

worldwide, “it was great to be able to serve with 

friends, to give back to an organization that I support 

and to do all of it as a representative of Samford 

University,” Melton said. 

Freshman Laura Bean, a social entrepreneurship major 

from Murfreesboro, Tenn., had a similar experience at 

Ecoscapes, a community garden. “Samford Gives Back 

taught me that serving isn't always stepping into the 

spotlight,” Bean said. “Many times it's going into the 

background and just doing what needs to be done, 

and that is where real change happens.” 

Emilee Rogers, a sophomore religion major from 

Montgomery, Ala., learned a lesson in humiiity at 

Homewood Community Gardens. “It was humbling 

to know that none of what I did for the garden 

was imperative, but they allowed us to serve them 

anyway,” she said. “They didn’t ‘need’ us, and we 

weren’t 'saving' them, but we were all really just 

working together for a common cause. Besides, a iittie 

bit of manuai iabor never hurt anyone.” 
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Samford’s Brock School of Business offered 
undergraduate degrees in Accounting. Economics. 
Entrepreneurship, Finance, Management, and Marketing. 

Alex Snow, a Junior Accounting maior, said that he likes 
the long term opportunities Brock School of Business 
presents to him. 

“I have always been a more numbers-based person, so 
1 knew I wanted to major in Business. Accounting was 

"From what I hove leorned in the business school here 
at Somford. I feel very prepared for the real world after 
college." Snow said."! believe the smaller learning 
environment provided students with a great advantage 
over some students who attended larger universities. 
Being able to connect with my professors was something 
that I feel will also help me after I graduate." 

One of the distinct advantages of Brock School of 
Business was the faculty who are experts in their fields of 
industry. Professors were able to teach students based off 
of experience in the industry, and supplement textbook 
Information with real-world experiences. 

"If I had to point to one professor that I have appreciated 
the most. I’d say that Jeff Dance has done a tremendous 
)ob of teaching his students about management. 

Dance used his class to relate to real life situations that I 
deal with everyday to management. "He was always very 
honest with his students and always had a way to relate 
a management issue to something that we as college 
students could understand," Snow said. 

Alex Whitecotton, a freshman Pre-Business ma)or and 
Political Science minor, said that he liked studying 
Business for many of the same reasons. "Business is more 
open-ended and can be usefui in a variety of fields, so 
1 felt like choosing to study it prevented me from being 
backed into a corner )ob-wise and helped me to keep my 
options open,” said Whitecotton. 

Studying one of the six majors offered by the Brock 
School of Business exposed students to new ways of 
learning and thinking about the world around them, as 

"I feel leaps and bounds more prepared for not only the 
business world, but for life in general." Snow said. 
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The men and women who comprised the Orlean Bullard 
Beeson School of Education and Professional Studies 
represented the future of education and worked hard to 
ensure they were well prepared to teach. 

The education department partnered with Trace Crossings 
Elementary school in Hoover, Ala. The partnership allowed 
sophomore and junior education majors to spend time in 
classrooms and begin the student teaching process. 

"Teachers provide so much more than a education straight 
from 0 textbook, they teach these children skills that will 
benefit them for the rest of their lives," Jamie Ferguson, a 
junior education major, said. 

Enriching the lives of children is a responsibility that the 
students did not take lightly. Lesson plans, clinical hours, 
time interacting in classrooms and student teaching were 
necessary parts of the education curriculum. 

"With all the work and planning that goes into teaching 
waking up at 5:30 was necessary but brutal,” Ferguson 
said. “In the end, it’s all worth it when you see your students 
comprehend what you're teaching them." 

The group bonded over their early morning wake-up calls, 
love for students and ability to swap teaching tips or stories 

"So much of being successful in teaching is being successful 
in how you work within your community in the school. We 
relied on each other in group work, planning, professional 
development and encouragement,” Ferguson said. "I can 
think of countless occasions in which a ciassmate encouraged 
me to continue to persevere in this profession.” 

"Partnering with Trace Crossings gave us the opportunity 
to become a long term part of a school family,” Lindsay 
Wiseman, a junior education major said, "instead of 
participating in basic clinical placements, we supported and 
served the teachers and students at Trace on a deeper and 
more meaningful level." 

Graduating seniors went into classrooms across the 
Birmingham community to student teach for the spring 
semester. 

"Student teaching was a great opportunity to combine 
everything we have iearned over the past few years in the 
education school, put it into practice and see results," Kelsey 
Stoner, a senior education major said. "It was rewarding to 
see lesson plans come to life." 

The future teachers agreed that their most important role 
was to teach their students to love learning. 

"In five years they may not remember what day the Battle of 
Gettysburg was fought," Ferguson said, "but a good teacher 
instills a love for learning, which will stay with them for years 



Students walking through campus dressed in white scrubs from 
head to toe were not an uncommon sight on campus this year. 
The traditional uniform worn by Ido V. Moffett School of Nursing 
students serves as a rite of passage for the men and women whc 
are studying day in and day out to become a nurse. 

"Clinicals are helpful because you’re not |ust sitting in a clossroom 
listening and learning but actuolly practicing what you've been 
taught," Ragan Spinks, a junior nursing mojor said. "When you 
groduate ond start a job. you are not taken aback completely by 

the curriculum was daunting and the material was challenging. 
The future health core professionals did not let their coursework 
overwhelm them. Instead they embraced the challenge. 

Clinical hours, although daunting at times, provided students 
with an opportunity to see multiple sides of nursing. The variety 
allowed the future nurses to consider areos of speciolization for 

"Simply passing a course was never enough; we olways strived 
for excellence," said Victoria Rogers, a |unior nursing major. 

In the midst of their studies, the future nurses bonded over 
anatomy, physiology and a mutuol passion for healthcare. 

"Without o doubt, my very fovorite thing about the Ida V. Moffett 
School of Nursing was the people found within it," said Rogers. 
"There was such a strong sense of class unity existing within each 

first set of vital signs to treating a patient in need of critical care." 

"The wide variety of clinicol sites available exposed students 

treatment facilities and the operation suite of a hospital to labor 
and delivery units and community health centers," Rogers said. 

The students worked hard throughout the year to prepare 
themselves for their future careers serving others. 

"Nursing is all about setting goals, prioritizing core, and 
consciously administering the same quality of core to all 
patients.” Rogers said. 

After the completion of introductory nursing courses, students 
were given the opportunity to go out in the Birmingham area for 
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“I have loved my time at Samford, especially my 
time at the McWhorter School of Pharmacy." said 
John McKay, a fourth year doctor of pharmacy. 
"I started without a lot of direction, but through 
the classes, interactions with professors and 
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Donning red polo shirts, khaki pants and riding limousine 
golf carts, the Student Recruitment Team shared their 
Samford stories with prospective students this yeor. 
Samford's Student Recruitment Team CSRT] was a highly 
selective group of students working for the Office of 
Admission as tour guides and Preview Day hosts and 
organizers. 

look at Samford through the eyes of current students. On 
tours or in student panels, SRT members shared some of 
their favorite memories. Junior mathematics major Megan 
Reneau told her tour groups about a Halloween party her 
professor hosted. "We got to meet him and his wife and 
hear about their life. It meant a lot that he took the time to 
invest in us as students,” said Reneau. 

"My favorite part of being on SRT wos the deep 
conversations I was able to have with families where 
1 know I made a difference, or at least put them more 
at ease about their collegiate decision," said Nick 

SRT. 

Other SRT members agreed with Boardman. They 
enjoyed meeting prospective students and helping them 
feel at home on campus. SRT members shared one 
common sentiment: they loved their time at Samford 
and wanted to share it with prospective students. 
SRT provided prospective students a more personal 

SRT members were passionate about the university, and 
telling their Samford stories only deepened their gratitude. 
“When you tell students about Samford, you reolize how 
much Samford has affected your college experience" said 
junior JMC major and SRT vice president, Allie Klaubert. 
Boardman shared a similar sentiment, "I’ve really come to 
appreciate the excellence with which things are done at 
Samford.” 

SRT gave these students an opportunity to share their love 
of Samford with prospective students and it strengthened 
members’ appreciation for the university. 



They also supported the Office of the President and helped with the 

One of the events during Homecoming Weekend wc 
Golden Bulldog Luncheon, which hosted alumni who graduated 
from Samford 50 years ago. For Jake Hamilton, a junior English 

campus, so it was especially interesting to hear their stories 

said Hamilton. 
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From the moment elections were finalized in the 
spring of 2012, the Student Government Association's 
Student Executive Board got to work to make this an 
unforgettable year. 

SGA President Cameron Thomas, a junior religion major, 
said he is proud of what every branch of SGA was able to 
accomplish. 

"We took on some challenging tasks this year, like 
rewriting the Code of Laws and establishing the 
Committee for Multicultural Affairs. We planned larger 
events and worked to empower our class officers,” he 

The task of re-writing SGA's Code of Laws was given to 
the Senate. In partnership with the SGA Constitution, the 
Code of Laws explained how the organization functioned. 

"it is important to have an undated Code of Laws 
because we are an organization that transitions leaders 

every year. Students graduate and new position are 
filled. The Code of Laws establishes how SGA is run," 
said Vice President for Senate Corey Jackson, a senior 
psychology major. 

SGA formed the Committee for Multicuitural Affairs. 
After a proposal came through Senate during the 
previous year, the Student Executive Board felt the 
creation of this committee would better the university as 

"Senate realized that there was a need to support 
diversity on Samford's campus. We then passed a 
resolution forming the Committee for Multicuitural 
Affairs to support multicultural groups on campus 
by allocating funds, raising awareness and providing 
advice." Chief of Staff Cameron Collins said. 

"While this committee is only in its infancy, I think it has 
already helped make Samford a more open place where 
diversity is something we celebrate." 
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Omicron Delta Kappa was a national leadership 
honor society. Membership to this organization 
was limited to the top 3 percent of leadership on 
campus. Samford's circle of ODK shared the same 
mission as the national ODK, to recognize those 
with high standards of efficiency, bringing together 
representative students in all phases of collegiate 
life and bringing together members of the faculty 
and student body. 

Omicron Delta Kappa co-hosted Samford Gives 
Back with the Office of Student Leadership. This 
was annual tradition that started four years ago as 
the ODK Day of Service. Over the past two years, 
ODK has implemented a program where senior 
administrators mentor freshman members. 

2013 was a year that excitedly welcomed the 
first group of Samford graduate students 
to ODK. Omicron Delta Kappa consisted of 
undergraduates, faculty, honoris causa and 
graduate law and nursing students. 

President of ODK, senior Cameron Collins 
reflected on his time as a member of the 
organization. “I have valued my time as a 
member of ODK because it has connected me 
to passionate leaders from across campus," 
Collins said. "The servant leadership exemplified 
through this group of people has truly humbled 
me and encouraged me in my service to others." 
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Alpha Phi Omega was a national coeducational service 
organization that provided its members the opportunitg to 
develop leadership skills as they volunteered on their campus, 
in their community, to the nation and to the organization. 
Samford's Chapter was established in 1969. 

"Our core values of leadership, service and friendship is 
something that I think we portray very well. Through our 
service projects we are able to get the opportunities to be 
leaders in our communities by providing service to those in 
need while also getting to know others," said Alpha Phi Omega 
President Kyndall Spooner. 

APO's stated mission is to prepare campus and community 
leaders through service. 

The members fulfilled this mission of service in several 
different ways. The organization helped Operation 
Christmos Child Birmingham Collection Facility by packing 
and shipping shoeboxes to Atlanta, Ga. APO also collected 
goods to be sent to Three Hots And A Cot, who supplied 

Members also lent a hand in the bagging of 40.000 pounds 
of sweet potatoes that would be donated to local food 
banks, shelters and families in need. 

"Participating in the Sweet Potato Drop was particularly 

benefiting people in our community," said member Abbey 

munity while 
" said APO 
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With the election year came a period of officer transition for Samford Democrats, a small but vibrant 
group on campus. This year's group of Samford Democrats hosted a couple of events to promote 
political awareness. 

President and sophomore political science major Marquis Bell-Ard participated in a debate on 
the performance of presidential candidates. The debate was part of local news stafion CBS 42's 
election series. The organization also hosted an event supporting Penny Bailey on her bid for the 6th 
congressional seat in Alabama. 

Other events included a panel discussion with the sociology club on current events, and a presentation 
on climate change during Samford's annual Earth Day festivities. "Since last year, we have greatly 
expanded our scope of activities and event participation," Bell-Ard said. 

Jay Malone, a senior history major, served as political director, "This year has been more about 
examining the structure of the organization and figuring out a way to deliver our message in the most 
precise way possible," Malone said. 

Malone, along with freshman psychology major Erin Carley, had in mind the primary goal of educating 
the Samford student population through political awareness. 

Carley, serving as director of communication, said that "one challenge that I have personally faced is 
trying to figure out a way to get the Samford community involved and receptive to what Democrats 
personally strive for and how they can hear that message and still have their own beliefs. At the end of 
the day, SU Democrats primarily want to educate,” 

In the past, Samford Democrats has hosted debates with fellow students who are involved with 
College Republicans. Although the group is small, they hoped to build political awareness in a way that 
encompasses both sides of the political spectrum. 
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The Samford Debate Team improved their already respected 
reputation this year. New team members and excellent 
coaching drove them toward national rankings and awards. 

The team did well in American Debate Association rankings, 
coming in tenth overall in the nation and fifth in the nation for 
the junior varsity team. 

Guiding the team were Director of Debate Ryan Galloway and 
assistant coach Sean Slattery. This year, Galloway received 
the George Ziegelmueller award acknowledging his coaching 
prowess and contributions to the field of communications 

The team appreciated his fervor. Junior debater Matt 
Sessions said, “He is very well respected inside the [debate] 
community and well known for his commitment to ensuring 
his teams' success, which I have been fortunate to be the 

Slattery joined the program this year, having debated at 
University of Mary Washington and coached at Wake Forest 

University. Natalie Bennie, a freshman debater said, “I like 
to think of him as my best friend on the team.” 

The team traveled across the country debating alternative 
energy. Debaters attended tournaments at Northwestern 
University, University of Georgia, Indiana University and 
University of Texas Dallas. 

The team added five freshman debaters. Natalie Bennie, 
who come to Samford as a walk-on. received the Novice 
of the Year award for District 6 at the National Qualifying 
Tournament at Vanderbilt University 

Bennie is enthusiastic: "[Debate] has been critical to my 
success at Samford. let alone my happiness within the 
Samford community." 

The freshmen infused the team with fresh, eager talent, 
"This year is almost a year of learning, almost transitioning, 
because the team is so young, and next year with all 
knowledge that we've gained this year we intend on 
competing at a much higher level with o much higher level 
of success," Bennie said. 

The older members of the team look forward to greater 
victories. Sessions said, "...the new generation of Samford 
debate is here and getting better every day.” 



representing Samford's Model United Nations team. 
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The purpose of the organization shall be to promote positive relations between 
black students and the Samford student body by: Promoting an enviroment of 

inspiration for black students to excel in all aspects of campus life and community 

engagement, educating the student body about the history and culture of 
black Americans, discouraging racial insensitivity through awareness activites, 

supporting and defending the human and civil rights of other minorities and 

serving as an "umbrella" organization for all minorities on campus. 

Samfo^miversity 
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Samford’s Spanish Club gave students an 
opportunity to immerse themselves in all things 
Hispanic. From movie nights to community service, 
this year’s club offered many different chances 
for language lovers across campus to hone their 
speoking skills and learn about different cultures. 

Junior languages and world trade major Katie 
Savage, president of the Spanish Club, made efforts 
to "do things a little differently" this year in order 
for students to have the best experience possible in 
the group. Savage planned weekly meetings of the 
group called "Conversaciones" as a chance to get 
together and hone language skills m o comfortable 
atmosphere, 

Speoking Spanish outside the classroom gave group 
members practical skills. "Being able to practice 
in a face-to-face conversation is a much different 

experience than 'textbook Spanish,” said Savage. 
One of the highlights of the year was Salsa Night in 
Harry’s. Locol dance organization Rhythm N Motion 
come to campus to play music and teach dance steps 
for students. Junior history major and Latin American 
Studies minor Kelli Watkins said, "I’m a big fan of salsa 
night. It’s a great time to come hang out with friends and 
meet people on campus with similar interests." 

The group also showed "Selena”, the biogrophy of the 
late Mexican-American recording artist, in Christenberry 
Planetarium for convocation credit. Almost 100 students 
attended the film. In addition to campus events, the 
group made a difference by reaching out to the local 
Hispanic community, sending out volunteers regularly to 
translate at Cahaba Valley Health Care. 

"Knowing a second language is so important. We toke 
communication for granted,” said Savage. Watkins 
agreed; "With Spanish the second most popular 
language in the U.S., it’s a great asset when it comes 
to jobs and Spanish Club is a great way to build those 
skills.” 
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11 It was a record-breaking year for Somford’s Panhellenic Council, which was mode 
^ < up of ten positions with representatives from each of the five chapters. The 

g council was responsible for exciting events like Recruitment, Greek Week, new 
H member education, socials and much more. 

Regarding the chapters' accomplishments, Director of Greek Life Denny Bubrig 
said, "All of our chapters are doing some very good things representing themselves, 
Somford and their orgonizations." 

"I am proud of the PHC's efforts during Fall Recruitment 2012," said Anna Brewer, 
senior marketing major. "We have increased registration by a total 15% this year, 
and that was made possible by a combined effort of each council member." 

As Samford continued to grow, so did its sororities. The average chapter size 
I reached close to 165, comparable in size to many state schools. 

"This year we had a record number of over 320 Potential New Members come 
through Recruitment, which created new and exciting challenges," said Jennifer 
Nelson, a senior pharmacy major. From these record breaking numbers, 
Panhellenic and the Interfraternity Council are in the beginning processes of 

' expansion of the Greek community." 



Greek Life was a staple to the Samford community and provided students with an 
opportunity to fellowship with one another and grow in their own individual strengths and 
abilities under Greek letters. 

Samford's Interfraternity Council helped Samford's fraternities plan out their schedule of 
events and worked with them to keep things moving according to plan. Members of IFC were 
also involved with assisting new fraternities as they get started at Samford. 

When asked about IFC’s role on campus, Director of Greek Life Denny Bubrig said, “Flere at 
Samford we are working in many ways to strengthen our fraternity community, from raising 
the level of expectation to raising the numbers. It would be safe to say that for the last year 
or so the watchword would likely be "transition" as we continue to move toward utilizing and 
illustrating the values the organizations aspire to and how they can be effective members of 
the community in doing so." 

Samford's IFC worked hard to achieve the goals they set for themselves. The Interfraternity 
Council held biweekly meetings where they discussed what steps could be taken to make 
things even better on campus for Samford’s fraternities. 

Chris Sullivan, IFC President and a junior finance major, said, "We have a lot of exciting stuff 
planned for this year," said Sullivan. Some of those things included recreational events and 
expanding their presence on campus as well as increasing community relations. 

Zach Mardis, a Junior Sports Administration major and Business minor, stated "I like working 
with IFC because we have a unique opportunity to make a large impact on Samford Greek 
Life now and in the future." 





ill! 
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(CA/ppA/ 
Led by the efforts of Ethel Hedgman Lyle, nine visionary women began the 
legacy of sisterhood and service to ail mankind. 

AKA is the oldest Greek-letter organization established by African-American 

college-educated women. AKA's purpose is to “cultivate and encourage high 
scholastic and ethical standards, promote unity and friendship among college 
women, to study and help alleviate problems concerning girls and women in 

order to improve the social stature, to maintain a progressive interest in college 
life and to be a service to all mankind." 
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P'Li 
Alpha Phi Alpha, the first intercollegiate 
Greek-letter fraternity estabiished for 
Aftican-Americans, came to Samford's 
campus in 2000. The mission had always 
been to promote brotherhood and academic 
excellence, while providing service and 
advocacy for the community. 

Samford's APA chapter suppiied voice and 
vision to the struggle of African-Americans 
and others around the worid. This year APA 
estabiished a relationship with Restoration 
Academy in Fairfield. This partnership heiped 
the Restoration Academy with different 
projects and activities. 

The work of the Tau lota chapter also 
included being recognized at Greek Awards 
for campus involvement and leadership. 
This years members were in many diverse 
leadership areas that included SGA President, 
SGA Senators, President of Samford 
Democrats and Greek Man of the Year 

This campus involvement displayed the 
leadership quality that was evident in the 
work of the brothers of the APA chapter. The 
Tau lota chapter was appreciative of the 
work it was able to accomplish as well as the 
support from the Samford campus. 
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Kappa Alpha Psi, a college fraternity now comprised of functioning undergraduate and alumni chaptei 
on major campuses and in cities throughout the country, is the crystallization of a dream. It is the 
beautiful realization of a vision shared commonly by the late revered founders Elder Watson Diggs, Jo 
Milton Lee, Byron K. Armstrong, Guy Levis Grant, Ezra D. Alexander, Henry T. Asher, Marcus P. Blakemore 
Paul W. Caine, Edward G. Irvin and George W. Edmonds. It was the vision of these astute men that 
enabled them in 1911 on the campus of Indiana University at Bloomington to sow the seed of a fraternc 
tree whose fruit is available to, and now enjoyed by, college men everywhere, regardless of their color, 

It is a tact of which Kappa Alpha Psi is justly proud that the constitution has never contained any claui 
that either excluded or suggested the exclusion of a man from membership merely because of his coli 
creed or national origin. The constitution of Kappa Alpha Psi is predicated upon, and dedicated to, the 
principles of achievement through a truly democratic fraternity. Chartered and incorporated originalU 
under the laws of the State of Indiana as Kappa Alpha Nu on May 15,1911, the name was changed to 
Kappa Alpha Psi on a resolution offered and adopted at the Grand Chapter in December 1914. This 
change became effective April 15, 1915, on a proclamation by the then- Grand Polemarch Elder Watsor 
Diggs. Thus, the name acquired a distinctive Greek letter symbol, and Kappa Alpha Psi thereby becam 
Greek-letter fraternity in every sense of the designation. From its inception, and for the next six years. 



Brother Diggs served as the grand polemarch of Kappa Alpha Psi. Through 
his leadership and indefatigable application, augmented by the efforts 
of B. K. Armstrong and John M. Lee, who comprised the remainder of the 
original grand board of directors, the infant fraternity was guided through 
the most perilous years of its life. Every endeavor has been directed toward 
establishing the fraternity upon a strong foundation before embarking on 
plans of expansion. By the end of the first year, working together, Diggs and 
Armstrong had campleted the ritual and had commenced work on the coat 
of arms. Work on the latter was completed during the following summer by 
Diggs, Armstrong and Lee while they were pursuing employment at a hotel 

in Fort Wayne, Ind. 

In selecting a suitable motto, Diggs, Armstrong and Lee solicited the aid of a 
professor of Greek art at Indiana Technical College at Fort Wayne, Ind. The 
Samford University chapter, Omicron Alpha, was founded during the 1990s. 
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Sigma Chi was a fraternity that was ever striving for 
greatness. 

"The most appealing part of Sigma Chi to me was the 
growth I experienced with my brothers. Sigma Chi 
offered me unique opportunities through friendship, 
justice and learning that would not have been possible 
without the support of these guys," said William Teer, o 
junior political science major and the president of Sigma 
Chi. "In particular, I have learned valuable lessons in 
leadership that I would not have found in any other part 
of campus." 

"Sigma Chi has offered me challenging but extremely 
rewarding leadership opportunities that are unlike any 
other positions on campus. One of the greatest things 
Sigma Chi has taught me, and this can be applied in 
general life, is that you don't have to be on exec to be 
a leader.” Teer said. "Some of our best ideas, events 
and new traditions have not come from our executive 

committee but rather from brothers not on Exec who 
had an idea and the drive to bring their visions to life." 

Sigma Chi participated in several large, annual events. 
One favorite event campus-wide was Derby Days. 
The event is “a huge tradition for our international 
fraternity,” Teer said. "I just loved seeing all the 
participation from the sororities to benefit our 
philanthropy. Children's Miracle Network. We raised 
more money than last year and were really pumped 
to open up the last night to the entire campus as we 
celebrated with the popular band The Dirty Guv’nahs 
for a chanty concert on the Intramural Fields." 

Tailgates were also popular among the brothers. "It 
was so great to see almost the entire brotherhood 
come out and support the football team and Samford 
itself," Alex Snow, a junior accounting major, said. 
Snow served as the fraternity’s Social Chair. "It is rare 
that we are able to get so many brothers together in 
one place, and I think the tailgates did a great job of 
that. I enjoyed being able to see the greater Samford 
community come together on Saturdays out on the 

Considering their work for their heart-warming 
philanthropy end devoted members, it is easy to see 
what made the brothers of Sigma Chi special on 
Samford’s campus. 
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t The Samford cheerleading team grew from 11 to 20 members in the past year, neorly 
I z doubling in size as weli as in talent. With big hearts, strong bodies and iron wills, 

< they were all American cheerleaders through and through. 

"Even with 20 people, 19 of them being girls, they all get along reolly well,” said 
Coach Lauren Hughston, "and they work really well as a team. Everyone is pushing 

each other to continue to improve and get better.” 

However, this noticeable improvement did not come easily. The girls practiced five 
« days a week, starting with a 6 a.m. workouts, which they admitted is the hardest 
I part. Yet, even so, sophomore early education major Emily Kelley said, "To go 
I through It together-that's its own kind of bonding.” 
o A Samford cheerleader herself from 2004 to 2008, Coach Hughston loves that the 
o cheerleaders see themselves as a family as well as a team, "I can help them get 

tumbling skills or new pyramids," said Hughston, "but ultimately, I want to help them 
develop into adults and help them with their lives and their Christian walk." 

The girls definitely stepped up their game, and the only things they asked the 
crowd for were "involvement and participation,” "which we've definitely seen an 

improvement in," added Kelley. But whether or not students chose to rise up, the 
cheerleoders continued to take pride in their job as the school sideline leaders. 
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VoUj^bA^li Expectations were high for this experienced team, 
which aiso featured all-conference members like 
sophomore journalism and mass 
communication major Michaela Reesor and junior 
exercise science major Katie Murphy. 

For many teams, winning a North Division Title 
and advancing to the semifinals of the SoCon 
tournament would mark a great season, but the 
Samford volleyball team, questing for a second- 
straight conference title, went home disappointed 
after a 3-1 loss to College of Charleston. 

The Bulldogs finished 23-9 overall with a 14-2 
conference mark, a step back from their 29-5 
overall record in 2011, but an improvement from 
the 13-3 record in SoCon play. In its fifth year 
since switching to the SoCon from the OVC, 
Samford recorded its third 20-win season. 

Leading the way for Samford were six talented 
seniors. Alicia Roth, Cosey Garvey, Elizabeth 
Neisler, Erika DeVaughn, Lauren Hutchinson and 
Lexi Bauer formed the core of the two-time 
division champions and were key in head coach 
Derek Schroeder reaching his 50th SoCon win 
this year in four and a half seasons. 

Somford started defense of its 2011 title with two 
tournaments against big-name schools such as 
Rutgers and Duke, The Bulldogs’ first home win, a 
sweep over North Alabama, sparked a 13-1 run that 
led right into the thick of Samford's SoCon 
season. The Bulldogs dropped two out of their next 
three games before ending the season with seven 
straight wins. 

n the conference tournament, Samford swept 
host Davidson before falling 3-1 to eventual SoCon 
champion Charleston in the semifinal round. 

"The season had its ups and downs," said Reesor. 
"The end was definitely disappointing, because 
Charleston basically became our rivals during the 

Falling short was tough for this year's volleyball 
team. Their loss in the 2012 tournament will only 
spark a renewed determination for 2013. 
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After an exceptionally strong 2012 season, the 
Samford Bulldogs baseball team was back 
for more with a strong 2013 team that has 
overcome many challenges to compete at a 
high level of play. 

Injuries plagued the Bulldogs this season, as 
well as tough competition from conference 
rivals. However, despite these setbacks, the 
team remained strong and a force to be 
reckoned with in the Southern Conference. 

The Bulldogs were led by a strong offense, 
ranking in the top five in home runs hit and 
in the top 15 in runs scored at various times 
throughout the year. The Bulldogs made good 
use of offensive talent, winning several games 
by large margins and scoring in the double 
digits several times throughout the year. 

Head Coach Casey Dunn was pleased by 
the offensive output. "We have been a pretty 
productive offensive team this year,” Dunn said. 

The Bulldogs were hurt by injuries and lack of 
experience this year. "We were riddled with 
minor setbacks and injuries all year, missing 
a projected starter all season and several key 
returners for parts ot the year," Coach Dunn 
said. "We lost nine players last season that 
signed with a professional club, plus three 
others that were major contributors to our 

A lack of experienced players was especially 
problematic for the team. "The biggest area of 
improvement has to come on the mound. We 
had a few guys performing at a high level but 
were waiting on others to get it going," Dunn 
said. "There were some young guys that are 
coming along, but we needed more." 

Despite all of the setbacks they faced this year, 
the Bulldogs still fielded a talented team that 
compares well to other teams in a talented 
Southern Conference. 
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Injuries did not hold these girls back os they fought 
through the season. With the SoCon tournament on the 
horizon, the team set the goal of doing the best they 

"Our goal this year is to have a better season than the 
last. I think we can learn from our past mistakes and turn 
this program around," Madeline Baker, a senior English 
major, said. 

With Wins against the University of North Carolina 
Greensboro and Western Carolina, the team paved the 
way for the SoCon tournament in May. 

"Our team faced some adversity with three big in|uries, 
but everyone rose to the challenge," Baker said. "Our 
team really pulled together." 

The team also had to deal with the setback of 
losing their field for a period of the season. With the 
construction of the J.T. Haywood Field House, renovations 
were made on the softball field. With games scheduled 

throughout the year, there was no convenient time for 
construction, 

"I am extremely proud of our team because we have 
fought some difficult struggles with injuries, and we 
did not have our own field for the ma|ority of the 
season, which really puts a damper on our hectic 
schedule," freshman Hannah Taylor said. 

"However, I am so proud of the girls for overcoming 
these obstacles and keeping positive mindsets while 
pushing through. We have faced thing that most of 
our opponents are lucky to avoid." 

But with the obstacles aside, Taylor said she couldn't 
have chosen a better group of teammates. 

"We are a unique team in that we all truly enjoy being 
together. We are all great friends, and that adds to 
our team chemistry on and off the field," Taylor said. 
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T~tMu'y going to win," 

• ■ I-' [■ I ■ rj :on earned Zac Dunkle and Garr;:on Deluca 

■‘Uiinan busitiuc^ major, stated that he tried 

jc-tlina better every day and improving my 

Freshman undeclared mojcr Henry Moo’-e soid that he is 
proud nnt only of the fact that the team won the SoCon 
champirymhip, but also the way that they won it. "We have 
the rmn tir^uiri m the conference but we have the biggest 
hearts when it comes to fighting, and I v/ouldn't want any 

'Tm- pi OL ;l of the way the team come together the last fev 
doys before the tournament. I told the guys how m 

n my senior year ond they bork*=d me up th 

Taking into account exen^plary skill the men's tennis 
team shows on the courts, their personal appeol ond their 
general trust and cooperation with one another, it 'S clear 
what made t!--^c men champions. 
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The men's golf team faced a season of growth. The 
men achieved a win at Western Carolina during their 
fall season. 

William Catonzaro, a |unior sports medicine ma|or, 
said, "golf is an up-ond down sport. Sometimes you 
ploy well, and sometimes you don't ploy so well." 

tournament challenging. "In college golf, we hove 
five people playing, but out of those five people four 
scores count," Catanzoro said. 

Despife the record, the season allowed the team to 
lear.n important lessons. “We leorned how each Of us 
need to get belter ndividually with our scores, and 
we can look bock on each tournament and see where 
we mode mistakes and learn not to make them again 
in future tournaments," Catonzaro said. 

teammates. "The friendships thot I mode will remain for 
rhe .msl of my life, and that is the most important thing 
to me about ploying golf," Cotonzaro said. 

The team gets along with one other very well and 
overcomes disagreements. "My team is |ust like o 

hove disagreements. I like the way our team is. We 

we connol handle together, men's golf Head Coach 
Woodie Eubanks said. 

had, but that means nothing on poper. We have to 
work hard everyday and strive to get better, and In the 
end if we ore successful we con be proud of it then," 

Making new friends was Catanzaro's favorite part The women's team also had a great season. 
about being on the teom. When I was a freshmen Unfortunately, no pictures were available of the team 
coming in i instantly became friends with all my after the yearbook staff's tireless work. 
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club sports II 

157 Disc Golf 
156 Ultimate Frisbee 
160 Women's Lacrosse 
162 Men's Soccer 
164 Crew Team 



Disc Golf Is an organization consisting of players 
who share a common interest in Frisbee golf. Tom 
Monroe, the current Disc Golf instructor staffed by 
Samford, leods the in preparation for the Nationol 
Championships at Augusta. Ga. 
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The Men’s Club Ultimate Frisbee team, known 
by the team name "Dogma," had a quiet 2012- 
13 year. In past years the team has visited 
numerous tournaments around the Southeast. 

This year, however, the team only played In one 
tournament, the Crow Call Fall Classic hosted 
by Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn. Ten 
teams from around the Southeast competed in 
this tournament Nov. 3-4. 

Pool play started on Saturday morning with 
Dogma getting off to a slow start and losing 
their first game to Tennessee Technological 
Institute. Flowever, the team rebounded, winning 
the next three games against Middle Tennessee 
State, Lipscomb University and the Lipscomb 
University Alumni team. 

Sunday morning proved to be a repeat of the 
previous day’s start, with Dogma going down 
to their long-standing rival, the University of 
Tennessee at Chattanooga. Dogma would finish 
the tournament strongly with a dominant win 

over Western Kentucky University in the fifth 
place game, with o final tournament record of 4 
wins and 2 losses. 

Even though the team only played one 
tournament this year, it was still an active time 
for the Samford men’s team and for the frisbee 
community at Samford. The team hosts "Frisbee 
Fridays” every Friday afternoon, with an open 
invitation to anyone on campus to come play, 
regardless of skill level or experience. 

The team also regularly practiced on Sunday 
afternoons, developing each player’s technical 
abilities and knowledge of the game. For team 
captains, seniors Justin Thigpen and Steven 
Burgess, the season was the last tor them in a 
long history of frisbee success at Samford. 

Perhaps the year could best be summed up in 
the words of sophomore Jake Mills, who said, "the 
Frisbee team has been the best thing I’ve done at 
Samford and probably in my life.” 

j 
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Playing Mississippi State and other colieges aiike, the Samford club soccer 
team Is able to compete against universities at the same high level.__ 

' 
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166 University Ministries 
170 Shiloh 

172 Reformed United Fellowship 

174 Campus Outreach 
176 R.A.N.S.O.M 
176 The Room 

160 Young Life 

161 University Christian Fellowship 
162 Catholic Student Association 
163 Word Players 
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It's not on event: it’s a process. Talking to student leaders of 
University Ministries, it was a phrase that kept reappearing. 
Meg Newsome, a senior history malor, said the phrase 
quickly became their mission statement for the year. 

■'You come to an event and that's one thing," Newsome said. 
"But the community that you build is the process you ore 

This community was easily occessible on Tuesday nights 
in Reid Chapel during Shiloh. Student sang, prayed and 
worshipped together. But these weekly worship services were 
only the tip of the iceberg. 

UM leaders took worship to the next level, offering plenty 
of opportunities for students to invest in issues like social 
justice, community involvement and spiritual formation. 

"It's not just a service you go to. sing and hear a message. It's 
connected to things like social justice efforts, global mission 
involvement, the community in Birmingham and serving 
freshmen." Wilbanks said. 

Wilbanks said the college ministry was so important to her 
because it was deeply connected to the Samford community 
and campus life, 

Led by the four campus ministers, Matt Kerlin, April Robinson, 
Brian end Renee Pitts, UM offered student involvement in 
eight categories each coordinated by a student leader; 
community Involvement, worship, global 
and arts, FreshMin, spiritual formation, S( 
communications. 

“Our goal os a council is to get students involved in all 
aspects," Wilbanks said. "We ore olways looking for ways to 
have more student get involved, making them feel like they 

Sophomore family studies major Nicole Smith sc 

“As a freshman, these were the first people to met me, get 
to know me and pour into me. The way I got involved was 
deciding I wasn’t just going to participate but also serve." 
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The new campus minister of R.U.F, enjoyed his 
first semester with Samford students. “Through 
this process, I've tried to take a posture of 
learning, to learn from students about what 
If feels like to be in different majors and also 
about the problems they face on a day-fo-day 
basis," said Matfhew Terrell. 

An imporfant priority for Terrell was 
establishing friendships with Samford sfudents. 
"A big part of my job was listening to students 
and figuring out how to apply Gods word In 

able to do that," said Terrell. 

R.U.F not only had a new campus minister, 
but a new worship leader as well. "Our goal 
as a worship team wasn’t to draw attention to 
ourselves. It was to point the congregation to 
Christ and prepare their hearts for the sermon,” 
said Caleb Blow, a junior history major. 

The worship team chose songs meticulously 
before performing at R.U.F. "We tried to get 
songs that have biblical content and are Christ- 
centered, as well as musically efficient and 
lyrical,” said Blow. 

R.U.F had events throughout the year for all 
Samford students, not just R.U.F members. "Early 
on in the semester we did a big ice cream social 
right here on Ben Brown plaza and later we had a 
pancake party at my house,” said Terrell. 

R.U.F held a service In Reid Chapel every week. 
“Our main activity was Monday night large group 
bible study, which is a time for all to worship and 
hear God’s word preached,” said Terrell. 

Blow enjoyed the time he invested into the 
R.U.F. ministry. ”l’ve committed to this campus 
ministry because I love R.U.F, the tellowship, the 
community and the people," said Blow. 
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Every Wednesday night Harry’s Coffeehouse 
was rearranged, lights were dimmed and groups 
of people entered through the double doors for 
Campus Outreach. Students came together for 
fellowship, worship and the hearing of the Word. 

"I really like the worship. I feel like I can worship 
there. You are just surrounded by a body of 
believers,” said Rachel Ray, sophomore classics 
major. "The teaching is really solid and grounded 
in scripture. And I feel like the truth is preached in 
a grace-centered, un-condemning way.” 

Leaders presented announcements and a 
personal testimony. Students heard from one of 
their peers about their faith and events that have 
affected their relationship with Christ. After that, 
worship began and the Word was taught. 

As a student ministry. Campus Outreach's goal 
was to build and multiply Christ-like leaders on 
college campuses to spread the Gospel all over 
the world. Campus Outreach is located all across 

the globe, including Thailand and Australia. 
Although Campus Outreach has weekly 
gatherings, a major event connected to the 
organization is Summer Beach Project. Summer 
Beach Project is a ten week experience in Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla. Students obtain jobs and their 
goal during the weeks is to share the gospel with 
the people they work with. 

"One of the reasons I decided to do it was to 
learn how to share the gospel in the work place,” 
said Whitt Thompson, a junior finance major. 

Summer Beach Project included small groups 
throughout the program and various socials and 
events to involve all of the campuses represented. 
Testimonies of participants revealed God's work 
throughout their summer and the positive impact 
that Summer Beach Project had on their lives. 
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R.A.N.S.O.M., or Radical Athlete and Student Oasis 
Ministry, is a unique college ministry that sought 
to bring the Gospel to all students on campus, 
athletes and non-athletes alike, R.A.N.S.O.M. began 
as a small Bible study group for football players 
that was led by a former defensive back of the 
football team. Through the years, it expanded 
in size and attracted students from all across 
campus, not just those from the university's sports 
teams. 

“A few things set R.A.N.S.O.M. apart from 
other campus ministries," said junior sports 
administration major Ben Neill. “We were student- 
led and, in comparison with other campus 
ministries, fairly unorganized. We felt that because 
of these two things, R.A.N.S.O.M. was very real. 
There was no mold anyone has to fit into. You could 
just come as you are and worship and learn like 

R.A.N.S.O.M.'s weekly services were similar to 
others. The service included a time of worship, 
prayer and message from the Bible. But its 

worship service covered all genres of music, 
from contemporary Christian to Gospel and 
Christian rap. “Our goal was to cater to everyone's 
background and learn that worship is primarily 
about who the songs are about, not about 
anyone's style preference," said Neill. 

The theme verse of the ministry is John 15;13, 
which reads "Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one's life for one's friends." 

Jeremy Towns, a senior education major, said that 
it's the sacrificial love of Christ that propels the 
ministry of R.A.N.S.O.M. forward. 

"Simply put, Jesus laid down his life for us, and as 
believers we try to show our friends this same love 
by doing whatever it takes to communicate this 
love to them," said Towns, 

For many, R.A.N.S.O.M. was a place of true worship 
and community that brought together students 
from different backgrounds to experience the love 
of Christ. 
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The Room was Samford’s newest student ministry on 
campus. Started in September 2012 by friends Zach Barnett. 
Carson Barnett, Jake Wilks and Josh Kimberlin, The Room 
met in the Planetarium every Thursdoy night at 6:00 p.m. 

It was founded to bring a sense of fellowship and friendship 
to campus and to provide a fun and relaxed environment 
for students to worship God and have a good time doing 
it. The success of the program hos proven true when all the 
seats ore full when S;00 rolls around. 

"We storted out with a small group of people and it’s 
been growing steadily ever since then, said Jake Wilks, a 
freshman Business major. 

The Room is a great place to meet new friends and build 
relationships with fellow students. "We try to make it fun 
with some good fellowship and time to get to know eoch 
other afterwards," said Zach Barnett, a sophomore sports 

"Usually we have a funny video that we show and then 
transition into worship time and piay worship music for 
about 15 minutes before we hear from a guest speaker." 

The Room also hosted special events throughout the 
semester that include “White Out" nights where guests 

are encouraged to wear all white and the Planetarium was 
equipped with black lighting. 

Members of The Room also passed out doughnuts and 
coffee the morning of February 26th to let people see who 
IS involved with their ministry and invite more people to join 

The Room was all about growing in fellowship with one 
another and reaching out to God and praising Him. 

“The Room is a place for everybody." said Josh Kimberlin, 
a sophomore business major. "No matter what kind of walk 
with God you have or If you just want to hong out. it’s a great 
place to be." 

The Room strived to be involved on campus and to make sure 
everyone felt welcome to come join them and make friends. 

The Planetarium brought a very cool aspect to the traditional 
worship experience. George Atchley provided access to the 
Planetarium and is essential to things running smoothly. 

"We couldn't do it without him" said sophomore business 
major Carson Barnett, “We’re really thankful for him". 
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For thousands of students across the United 
States, YoungLife College was the best night of 
the week, and that applied to Samford students 
os well. Every Tuesday night, students went to 
YoungLife College for a night of faith, fellowship 

Evenings started out with time for students to 
hang out and grow closer together. This time 
provided students opportunities to catch up with 
friends and meet new ones. The atmosphere was 
relaxed and the leaders were as much a part of 
YoungLife College as non-leaders. 

Garrett Greer, a freshman pre-business major, 
said, "YoungLife has helped me grow in my faith 

through individuals who were willing to share 
their lives with me.” After fellowship, they came 
together for exciting gomes, ranging from ice 
breakers to milkshake chugging contests. Once 
a winner was declared, students entered into a 
time of worship. 

YoungLife College extended beyond Tuesday 
nights. Small groups are held throughout the 
week. They give students opportunities to delve 
deeper into the Word with a close-knit group of 
friends. Lindy Cooper, a sophomore education 
major, said, "YoungLife has helped to hold me 
accountable, because if I am not being poured 
into, I cannot pour out to others." 
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The Sarmford Ministries Choir rejoiced in the 
Lord through song, worship and praise. But more 
than just singing, its focus was on fellowship with 
brothers and sisters in Christ and striving to spur 
one another on in their relationship with God. 

When asked how her walk with the Lord had been 
affected, freshman nursing major Abbie Shimer 
stated, "It has helped me be in a community where 
the primary focus is glorifying God through our 
voice and our time together in fellowship and 

One way the choir ministered to the Samford 
community was by singing Christmas carols to 
celebrate the season at the annual Lighting of the 
Way. After the carols were sung, the decorative 
lights were lit around campus. The Lighting of the 
Way was one of the most anticipated events for 
students and faculty alike. 

"I absolutely love Christmas and along with that 
Christmas carols celebrating Christ’s birth," 
Shimer said, "What better way than to share that 
with everyone else on campus!" 

While the choir loved to perform, they also 
remembered that their first priority was ministry. 
President of the choir and senior elementary 
education major Alison Cotey recalled a time 
when they sang at a church in Georgia that was 
without a music minister. "We ended up leading the 
congregation in a time of worshipl" said Cotey. 

Cotey said, "One of the most important things 
choir does is provide a welcoming place for 
anybody. We are all learning how to better use 
our voices to glorify the Lordl" 
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Students studging theatre at Samford played a 
starring role in the Samford community. However, 
behind the star-studded shows, rigorous training 
was required. Students were taught how to design 
sets, lights, costumes and sounds, as well as training 
in producing, performing, stage managing and 
directing. All of the foundational work that the 
students put forth In the classroom came together 
in the theatre department's productions. 

This year’s productions provided campus 
with dazzling entertainment that dominated 
conversation for weeks after the performances 
were over. Performances included King Lear, Hansel 
and Gretel, Steel Magnolias, The Trip to Bountiful, 
ShoutI The Mod Musicall, Momentum: A Dance 
Concert and The Pajama Game. 

For many students, the theatre department at 
Samford offered many opportunities for students 
to learn and grow in many aspects of life. Lauren 
Tantaun, a senior theatre major, learned to 
embody a variety of characters through her 
regular performances on stage. 

"I've been really blessed this year with many 
performance opportunities. I played Ouiser in 
Steel Magnolias, an Angel in Hansel & Gretel the 
opera, a Blue Girl in ShoutI The Mod Musicall, 
dancer and choreographer for Momentum: A 
Dance Concert and Charlene in The Pajama 
Game,” Tantaun said. 
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Alpha Psi Omega is the notional theatre honor society ona 
exists to promote fine arts on campus. 

Throughout the post few years, APO underwent significant 

"We storied Monday Night Live a few years ago as a fun and 
reloxed way to enjoy an evening of performances,” Parker 
said. "Mixing SNL skits with more traditional cabaret fare, it's 
just a fun night where we can show off the tolent of not of.ly 
theatre majors, but also anyone who wonts to perform." 

Senior theatre major Sam Shaughnessy said, "Since my time 
at Samford, I hove seen APO really transform into the group 
it was created to be. We have reorganized and shaped 
APO into a legitimate honors society-through investing in 
our philanthropy, helping to set a good example for our 
theatre department and throwing events that help broaden 
Samford's exposure to the arts." 

APO supported the arts on campus is through their 
event, Monday Night Live, which happened several times 

Mott Parker. President of APO and Senior theatre major, 
described MNL as an opportunity for all students to 
participate in theatre. 

houghnessy further descrit 

"We view MNL os a safe place for students to test run a 
new dance they have been choreographing, a song they 
have practicing or a scene they have been rehearsing," 
Shaughnessy said. "The commitment to perform in MNL is 
very light and gives you great experience. You never know 
what to expect from MNL. so it is olways exciting." 

MLN wos one of the many ways thot APO provides excellent 
entertainment to students and contributes to a culture of fine 



Mo^aL 
The lights were dimmed m Brock Recital Hall. Tense with 
anticipation, the crowd gathered and took seats, awaiting 
the 2013 debut of Samford’s one ond only show choir, Vocal 
Impact. When the spotlights beamed down onto the stage 
and the group burst into action, there was only one word that 
could describe the atmosphere: magic. 

Vocol Impact, led by senior church music ma|or Cole 
Forehond, was "one of the most unique choirs on Samford’s 
campus" according to Kyle DeMarco, a freshman graphic 
design major from Monument. Colorado. "Unlike other 
ensembles on campus that sing mostly religious music. Vocal 
Impact performs contemporary pop music that people like to 

Their spring performance on April 20 featured a wide variety 
of modern hits from artists such as Fun, Whitney Houston, 
Sugorlond and, of course, a few Disney classics. Vocal Impact 
synchronized these catchy hooks with original choreography 

procticed together for two days a week to hone their singing 
and dancing in preparation for the show. For Josh Kendrick, 
a sophomore pre-med major from Montgomery, Ala., going 
to rehearsals was one of the most gratifying aspects of 
show choir. "When all of the parts come together to create 
a musical piece, the result is astounding. It is incredibly 
rewording to work hard to put together something this 

As senior family studies major Lauren Henderson from 
Montgomery reflected on three years in Vocal Impact, she 
regarded the relationships she made there as the most 
valuable benefit of show choir. "We all come from different 
majors, ages and walks of life, but when we come together. 

In the future. Lauren hopes to see Vocal Impact emerge as 
a traveling show choir that could take the stage against 
other universities in competitions. "In Vocal Impact, we are o 

For the 15 members of Vocal Impact, success was a product 
of teamwork ond dedication to excellence. The group 
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"So then, just os you received Christ Jesus os Lord, continue to 
live your lives in Hinn, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in 
the faith as you were taught, and averflowing with thankfulness." 

Calossians 2:6-7 

PHOTOGRAPHER: DAVID MEADOWS 
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